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Grasslands 

 
Grasslands are large open areas of land, covered in 

grass. There are three types of grasslands. In some 

parts of the world, grasslands are called the Savannah, 

Prairie or Plains.  

Temperate Grasslands have hot summers and cold 

winters. The soil of the temperate grassland is deep 

and dark with fertile upper layers. In temperate 

grassland, grass is the most common plant growing. 

There are no trees or large shrubs. 

Savannah Grasslands are scattered with individual 

trees but are still mostly covered with grass. Savannah 

is found in warm or hot climate. Savannah grassland 

receives rain between 6 to 8 months of the year, 

followed by a long drought. Fires that race through the 

drought areas helps keep the area as Savannah. 

Steppes are dry areas of grassland with hot summers 

and cold winters. Steppes receive about 10 to 20 inches 

of rain each year. Often Steppes are covered in tall 

grasses. Hawks, owls, and snakes love to hunt for rats 

and mice in the tall grasses of the Steppe grasslands. 
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Grasslands: Questions 

 

1. How many different types of grasslands are there? 

 

2. Which type of grassland have fertile upper layers of 

soil? 

 

3. Which vegetation is missing from temperate  

    grasslands? 

 

4. What is the best synonym for the word temperate? 

a. extreme     b. mild  

c. cold      d. freezing 

 

5. What is unique about the yearly cycle of the  

    Savannah grassland? 

 

6. Name three animals you would find in Steppe  

   grassland? 

 

7. What is the best antonym for the word temperate? 

a. extreme     b. mild  

c. cold      d. freezing 

 

8. What is the best synonym for the word drought? 

a. wet  

b. rain  

c. precipitation d. dry 
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Reptiles 
 

Reptiles are a class of cold-blooded animals. Their skin is 

covered by scales. Cold-blooded animals cannot regulate 

their own body temperature, so they react to the 

temperate of their surroundings.  

When a cold-blooded animal gets too warm, they need to 

find shade or water to cool off. When a cold-blooded 

animal gets too cold, it needs to find sunlight or heat to 

warm up.  

Reptiles have dry, scaly skin. Their scales help them hold 

in moisture so they can live in dry places - such as the 

desert. Scales help protect the reptile’s bodies. A 

reptile’s scales can be hard or soft, large or small. For 

example, a crocodile’s back has large and bumpy scales, 

while a snake has small and smooth scales.  

All reptiles are vertebrates, which mean they have a 

backbone or spine. When reptiles are born, they look 

just like little adults. Reptiles are born on land and 

breathe air with lungs. When reptiles are born, they are 

on their own without parents around to help.  

There are over 8,000 species of reptiles, divided into 

four main groups: turtles and tortoises; lizards and 

snakes; crocodiles and alligators; and the tuatara 

(which looks like a lizard but isn’t a lizard). 
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Reptiles: Questions 

 

1. How do scales help a reptile?  

 

2. What does cold-blooded mean? 

 

3. What does it mean to be a vertebrate? 

 

4. Do you think you are a vertebrate? Why or why not? 

 

5. What part of speech is the word ‚regulate‛? 

 

6. Describe what the underlined word means in the   

    following sentence: ‚Cold-blooded animals cannot     

    regulate their own body temperature, so they react  

    to the temperate of their surroundings.‛ 

 

7. List one synonym for ‚backbone‛. 
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Our planet, Earth. 

 
 

Earth is the ‚just right‛ planet. It’s not too close to the 

sun and it’s not too far away. That means Earth 

doesn’t get too hot or too cold, unlike all the other 

planets. Because of its comfortable temperatures, 

Earth is the only place in the entire universe where we 

know that life exists. That makes Earth very special! 

Years ago, people used to believe that the center of 

the universe was earth and that the sun revolved 

around it. However, this belief was later rejected and 

we now know that the sun is at the center of the solar 

system and nine or possibly more planets are revolving 

around it.  

We have also discovered that the sun and our planet 

earth are two of at least 100,000 million stars in the 

galaxy. Millions of stars and planets still remain to be 

discovered by us.  

Earth is divided into several layers: the top part is 

called the crust, the part below that is called the 

mantle, and the part in the center is called the core. 

The core is solid and is probably made up of iron. 

Temperatures at the center of the core may be even 

hotter than the surface of the sun! 

Scientists who study Earth are called geologists. 
Astronauts can also study Earth from space, adding to 

what we know about our unique and beautiful blue and 

green planet.  

. 
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Our planet - Earth: Questions 

 

1. What is the center of the solar system?  
 

2. How many planets are there in the solar system?  
 

3. What was an earlier belief about the solar system?  
 

4. Around how many stars are there in the galaxy?  
 

5. Which sentence correctly describes Earth's layers? 

a. The crust is below the mantle. 

b. The mantle is below the core. 

c. The mantle is above the crust. 

d. The mantle is below the crust. 
 

6. Describe the temperature at the center of the   

    Earth. 
 

Vocabulary: 

1. Fascinate  

a. Attract the attention  

b. Boring  

c. Something untrue  
 

2. Populate  

a. Inhabited  

b. Departed  

c. Abandoned  
 

3. Invent  

a. Destroy  

b. Break  

c. Create or design  
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Interesting Facts about Crickets 
 

My Home:  During the warm summer months I am found 

in fields, beneath rocks, or under some other yard 

debris.  

 

What I eat: I feed on plants and sometimes other 

insects. 

 

What I look like: I am related to the grasshopper and the 

katydid. I am approximately 2,5 centimeters in length, 

have great vision and with my compound eyes can see in 

many different directions at once. My wings are usually 

too small to allow me to fly. If I am a male cricket,  

I can use my wings to make a chirping song instead. 

 

How I am born: I go through 3 stages of development:  

egg, nymph, and adult. My egg is laid in the soil during the 

fall. When spring arrives my egg hatches. As a new 

cricket, I look like a small adult. I grow each time I shed my 

skin (molt). I will live for about one year.  

 

Fun Facts: In many parts of the world, crickets 

are thought to bring good luck. It is rumoured that 

crickets can tell the outside temperature: Count the 

number of chirps they make in one minute, divide by 4 

and then add the number 40 to reach the outside 

temperature. There are about 900 species of crickets 

worldwide. 
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Crickets: Questions 

 

 

1. Where do we find crickets?  

 

2. On what do crickets feed? 

 

3. How long is a cricket? 

 

4. What are compound eyes and why do crickets have  

    them? 

 

5. Name the three stages of development of a cricket. 

 

6. What does ‚molt‛ means? 

 

7. How can crickets tell the outside temperatures? 

 

8. Do you think it is a fact or myth that crickets can  

    tell outside temperatures? 

 

9. There are about ………………… species of crickets worldwide. 
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Phases of the moon 
 

A lot of times you must have wondered while star gazing 

that the moon looks like a little star of light and 

sometimes it is a perfectly shaped illuminating circle. 

The moon keeps changing shapes throughout the month 

and each shape of the moon is referred to as a phase. 

One of the reasons why the moon has phases is 

because it orbits the earth and as you know the earth 

revolves around the sun. Additionally, the moon revolves 

separately around the earth. The moon does not change 

size throughout the month. It looks bigger or smaller to 

us because specific parts of it might be in the shadow.  

It now makes a lot of sense why the new moon appears 

as a dark outline. It is because no part of the moon 

that is facing the earth is illuminated by the light of the 

sun. Another phase of the moon is called waxing 

crescent phase where the moon looks small. It is 

because only a small part of the moon that is facing the 

earth is lit by the sun. In the waning crescent phase, it 

hides further behind the shadows and only one-fourth 

of it appears.  

Another phase, known as one-quarter phase refers to 

the shape of the moon where we see about one-fourth 

of the moon. Waxing gibbous phase is when we see more 

of the moon. Finally, there is a full moon phase where we 

see a large bright circle because all the sides of the 

moon are lit by the sun. 
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Phases of the Moon: Questions 

 

1. What do you understand by the term ‘phases’ of the 

moon?  
 

2. What is the reason behind the moon appearing to be 

of different sizes?  
 

3. Name the two phases of the moon in which it appears 

as only a tiny silver?  
 

4. Which one of the phases of the moon do you like best 

and why?  
 

5. In which phase of the moon does it appear almost full 

but not quite?  
 

Vocabulary: 

1. Illuminate  

a) To light up  

b) To revolve around  

c) To fill with colours  
 

2. Crescent  

a) Half of a circle  

b) Full circle shape  

c) A curved sickle shape  
 

3. Stargazing  

a) Observation of the stars  

b) Observation of the planets  

c) Observation of the moon  



Grade 3: Comprehension Stories (non-fiction)                                                                                    www.myklaskamer.co.za 
 

The Invention of Railway Tracks 
 

The history of the United States tells us that the 

original colonies were not too far away from the East 

Coast. Boats and horses were used to travel to places 

besides traveling by foot. For the purpose of 

transportation of goods from one place to another, 

buses and wagons were fairly common. However, with 

the arrival of more and more settlers from around the 

globe, arose a need to travel easily and more 

conveniently. It was the result of this need that a few 

tracks of the railroad were developed to modernise the 

transportation. So it was not that hard to travel in 

settled areas.  

The United States started to expand towards the 

west which was not as simple a task as riding a horse 

or using a weapon. Nonetheless, more than a few 

settlers were able to go far too ahead to embark on 

their journey with a success. This was because a huge 

remuneration was offered to them by some areas. 

Loads of families went to California in a hope to find a 

lot of land and gold to become wealthy.  

Because of California Gold Rush, men would go far too 

ahead in search of gold mines and plan for their families 

to join them there. Theodore Judah was a man of 

ambitions and he foresaw that there is a need for a 

better mode of traveling to the west. He built the 

foundation of the modern train system and thousands 

of workers to build the tracks the revolutionized the 

traveling system. 
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The Invention of Railway Tracks: Questions 

 

1. How did people travel when the colonies were not too  

   far away?  
 

2. Which two things attracted a huge number of people  

    to move to the west?  
 

3. What was the ambition of Theodore Judah?  
 

4. What do you understand by the term California Gold  

    Rush?  
 

5. What was the biggest advantage of the newly built  

     railroad?  
 

Vocabulary: 
 

1. Transportation  

a. Carry people or goods from one place to another 

b. Travel on train only 

c. Travel in groups from one place to another 
 

2. Remuneration  

a. Punishment  

b. Reward  

c. Salary  
 

3. Settler  

a. The one who travels on regular basis  

b. The one who moves to another area to live there  

c. The one who does not travel much  
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The Life of a Butterfly 
 

Butterflies are one of the most interesting insects on 

our planet and there are more than sixteen thousand 

different kinds of butterflies. They come in different 

colours, sizes, and shapes. There are four stages of 

every butterfly’s life.  The first stage is called the egg 

stage followed by the larva stage. When it is a larva or 

also known as a caterpillar, it eats as much as it can 

until it becomes an adult.  

Growing every day, it sheds the outer skin 4 or 5 times 

and after a few weeks like that, it enters the next 

phase of its life called as chrysalis phase. This is the 

most interesting phase of a butterfly’s life where it 

liquefies into living cells before turning back into a 

reorganized butterfly. The chrysalis stage is as 

interesting as it gets and at a later time in this phase, 

one can actually see the forming butterfly.  

After the chrysalis phase is over, the butterfly propels 

its wings forcefully to send the blood through them to 

learn to fly. It is a sad fact that most of the butterflies 

live no longer than about two weeks. However, this 

amount of time is sufficient to suck flower nectar and 

mate. Monarch Butterfly is the only butterfly that could 

live up to several months. 
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The Life Of A Butterfly: Questions 

 

1. How many stages or phases are there in a butterfly’s  

   life? Can you name them? 

 

2. In which phase of life does the metamorphosis  

    happen?  

 

3. Why does the butterfly shed the outer skin?  

 

4. What is the average age of most of the butterflies?  

 

5. How does a butterfly fly for the first time?  

 

Vocabulary: 

1. Shed  

a) Cast off  

b) To break  

c) To cut  

 

2. Propel  

a) Dive or push forward  

b) To walk quickly  

c) To run  

 

3. Liquefy  

a) To throw a liquid  

b) To turn into liquid  

c) To drink liquid  
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Tigers 
 

Tigers belong to the family of cats. They are the 

largest species of the cat family. The Bengal tiger and 

the Siberian tiger are considered the two largest 

species of all the tigers.  

These carnivores’ animals have a large, well-built body 

covered with soft fur. Tiger’s fur features reddish-

orange large vertical stripes that help the animal to 

hide among tall grasses and thick vegetation during 

hunting. A female tiger is known as a tigress.  

These meat-eating animals hunt for large to medium-

sized prey. Tigers mainly depend on sound and sight 

during hunting. But these magnificent animals face the 

threat of poaching. They are largely hunted for their 

skin, claws, and bones. The various parts of the animal 

are used to make several medicines including traditional 

Chinese medicine. Today Tigers are on the list of 

endangered species due to excessive poaching. These 

wild cats are now placed on the list of endangered 

species. The major reason for their dwindling population 

is poaching, deforestation, habitat fragmentation and 

habitat destruction. Several wildlife conservation 

societies around the world have come forward to 

conserve these wonderful animals.  

The tiger is regarded as the national animal of several 

countries that include India, Bangladesh, Vietnam, South 

Korea and Malaysia. In these countries, several 

mythological and modern stories are spun around this 

charismatic animal. This powerful animal is used as an 
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emblem on flags and coats of certain sporting teams 

to represent pride and power. 

Tigers: Answer the following questions 

 

1. Name the species to which a tiger belongs to?  

 

2. Which are the largest species of the cat family?  

 

3. Name the two largest tigers among the cat family.  

 

4. What helps the tiger to hide in thick vegetation 

during hunting?  

 

5. Why are Tigers largely hunted for?  

 

6. Name two countries with a tiger as its national   

    animal..  

 

7. What does the word ponder means?  

a. think carefully   b. determination  

c. exercise     d. lazy  

 

8. The tiger is used as an emblem on …………………………………………………………... 
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Computer and Its Operations 

 
A computer is a general purpose electronic device 

which performs different arithmetic and logical 

operations. These operations are performed by the 

computer only after getting input instructions or 

command from the user. That means a person has to 

give instructions or command to the computer and 

then the computer will perform the operation and show 

the result. The first computer in human history was 

made by Charles Babbage, thus he is also known as the 

Father of Computers.  

 

The name of the first computer was the Difference 

Engine. Generally, the tasks and operations performed 

by the computer are divided into two categories. One is 

Arithmetical operation and another is Logical operation. 

Arithmetical operations are those in which 

mathematical operation or calculation is required. For 

example, if a person instructs the computer to find the 

sum of 2 and 6, then the computer will add 2 and 6 and 

displays the result as 8 to the same person.  
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In Logical operations, the computer has to make a 

decision by comparing the values and show its result to 

the user. For example, if a person gives instruction to 

the computer to check, which animal run faster a 

Cheetah or a dog, the computer will show the result as 

Cheetah runs faster than Dog.  

 

Now a computer is generally made of software and 

hardware. Hardware includes electronic devices like 

Monitor, Keyboard, Mouse and CPU, while Software 

includes system software which is installed in Computer 

Memory. CPU is called the brain of a computer as it is 

responsible for all the operations done by the 

computer.  

 

The best thing about a computer is that computers 

can also store information in their memory that means 

they can also memorise information and recall it 

anytime. This is the reason that the computer has 

become an important part of our life as they help us in 

doing our work faster and they can recall any 

information at any time. 
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Computer And Its Operations: Questions 

 

1. What is a computer?  

 

2. What are the two types of operations done by the  

    Computer?  

 

3. Why is the CPU called the brain of a computer?  

 

4. Who is the father of Computers?  

 

5. What is the name of the first computer? 

Vocabulary: 

1) Perform  

a) Carry out  

b) Act  

c) Take  

d) Show  
 

2) Instruction  

a) Path  

b) Command  

c) Understand  

d) Do  
 

3) Comparing  

a) Matching  

b) Deciding  

c) Pushing  

d) Pulling 
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Light Speed 

 
There is almost nothing in the world that can travel 

faster than the speed of light! Light travels at a 

constant speed of about 186,000 miles per second (in a 

vacuum). A vacuum is a space that has no matter – not 

even air.  Of course, we don’t live in a vacuum.  That 

means light doesn’t travel exactly that fast on Earth, 

but it still travels way faster than anything else! 

The speed at which light travels is called light speed. The 

stars you see in the sky are light waves from stars far, 

far away. That light is very old by the time it gets to 

you. 

The light from our closest star, the sun, takes just over 

8 minutes to get to Earth, even though it’s traveling 93 

million miles! That means if the sun were demolished, it 

would take 8 minutes for our sunlight to go dark. 

If you could travel as fast as the speed of light, you 

could go around the equator in about .13 seconds. You 

could circumnavigate the earth almost 8 times in one 

second. Now that’s super swift! 
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Light: Questions 

 

1. What word is the best synonym for the word  

   ‚constant‛ as used in the first paragraph? 

a) temporary      b) adjustable 

  c) stopped      d) nonstop 

 

2. In the first paragraph, what does the word ‚vacuum‛  

    mean? 

 

3. What word is the best antonym for the word 

‚demolished‛, as used in the third paragraph? 

a) destroy     b) build 

c) help      d) attack 

 

4. What word is the best synonym for the word   

   ‚circumnavigate‛ as used in the final paragraph? 

a) all the way around the earth 

b) partially around the earth 

c) the area the earth covers 

d) none of the above 

 

5. What does the word ‚swift‛ mean as used in the last 

    paragraph?  


